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ment (in the spring) of 800,000,000 francs, of which
500,000,000 was actually paid over in return for special
concessions in northwestern and central Asia Minor,
notably for the following new railway projects: Samsnn-
Sivas (210 km.), Sivas-Kharput-Arghana (263 km.),
Arghana-Bitlis-Van (40 km.), branches to Egin and
Malatia (90 km.), Tokat-Kastamimi-Boln-Eregli (600
km.), Kastamuni-Ineboli (90 km.), and Boyabad-Sinope
(97 km.), total 1790 kilometers. (The validity of this
entire French concession is open to question, despite the
large payment made by the French in good faith before
August, 1914, on the grounds (1) that the loan has not
been paid in full, and (2) that the terms were never
approved by the Ottoman Chamber of Deputies. Since
Nationalist Turkey has recognized the prewar acts of
the Ottoman Government, these agreements and conces-
sions seem likely to play an important part in the map-
ping out of new lines: in fact, a protocol signed at Lau-
sanne specifies compensative measures in regard to the
French Black Sea concessions.) For further data, refer
to Earle's "Turkey, the Great Powers, and the Bagdad
Eailway," to Mr. G. E. Montgomery's article in Current
History, October, 1921, and to the chapter on Levantine
Concession-Hunting.
Events in 1923 furnish a new basis for railway de-
velopments. Eailway and general economic developments
in eastern and central Anatolia are provided for in the
late Chester concessions, which, it is fair to presume,
represent the wishes of the National Assembly.1 The
1 With reference to new railway construction, one of the most perplexing
questions relates to the determination of the gauge. While every railroad
man must view with apprehension the introduction of more than .one gauge
on any line which may form part of a unified system, there are both finan-
cial and geographic considerations which cannot be overlooked. In typical
interior sections of Anatolia, swift streams have cut out channels through
mountain ranges, leaving isolated fertile basins which can be connected
up only at enormous expense. In many instances the only alternative to
heavy tunnels and gorge construction would he a prolonged climb of severe

